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UTILITY PATENT APPLICATIO! 
s-fiocket No. 01-9440 



PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



gJN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
£ : 



In re the application of: 

Laura Daniele et al. 



Filed: 



Filed Herewith 



For: SYSTEM FOR OBTAINING CREDITS FOR PLAYING GAMES 
AND AWARDING AND REDEEMING COUPONS 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

BOX PATENT APPLICATION 



Enclosed herewith are the following: 

1. Patent Application Transmittal Letter with Addendum (2 pages); 

2. Fee Transmittal 

3. Check No. 20378 in the amount of $449.00 for filing fees; 

4. Patent Application (8 specification pages, 5 pages of claims, 1-page 
abstract, and 2 drawing pages, for a total of 16 pages); 

5. Declaration and Power of Attorney for Patent Application (3 pages); 

6. Request for Use of Customer Number 

7. Certified of Express Mail No. EL 818716994 US; and 

8. Acknowledgement Postcard. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY EXPRESS MAIL 



Express Mailing Label No. EL 818716994 US 




Dear Sir or Madam: 



ELfllflVlb^mJS 



I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 C.F.R., Section 1.10, on 
the date indicated above and is addressed to: 



CISLO & THOMAS LLP 

233 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 900 

Santa Monica, California 90401-1211 

Tel: (310) 451-0647 

Fax: (310) 394-4477 

www.cislo.com 



DLH/SAB/lrs 



Enclosures 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
BOX PATENT APPLICATION 



Respectfully submitted 



CISLO & THOMAS LLP 





As listed above 



Z:\SARAH\LASTELLA. JOB9440 LA STELLA UTILITY APPLW40 LA ST ELLA UTILITY EM CERT. DOC 



PTO/SB/05 (11-00) 

m Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
le Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OM8 control number. 
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Undefihi 



UTILITY 
PATENT APPLICATION 
TRANSMITTAL 



V (Only for new nonprovisional applications under 37 CFR 1.53(b)) 



Attorney Docket No. 



First Inventor 



Title 



01-9440 



Laura Daniele et al. 



See 1 in Addendum 



Express Mail Label No. 1EL 818716994 US 



APPLICATION ELEMENTS 

See MPEP chapter 600 concerning utility patent application contents. 



ADDRESS TO: 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Box Patent Application 
Washington, DC 20231 



3. S 



Fee Transmittal Form (e.g., PTO/SB/17) 

(Submit an original and a duplicate for fee processing) 

Applicant claims small entity status. 
See 37 CFR 1.27. 
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Specification [ Total Pages 

(preferred arrangement set forth befow) 

- Descriptive title of the invention 

- Cross Reference to Related Applications 

- Statement Regarding Fed sponsored R&D 

- Reference to sequence listing, a table, 
or a computer program listing appendix 

- Background of the Invention 

- Brief Summary of the Invention 

- Brief Description of the Drawings (if filed) 

- Detailed Description 

- Claim(s) 

- Abstract of the Disclosure 



7. 1 | CD-ROM or CD-R in duplicate, large table or 

Computer Program {Appendix) 

8. Nucleotide and/or Amino Acid Sequence Submission 
{i f appl icable, all necessary) 

a. | 1 Computer Readable Form (CRF) 

b. Specification Sequence Listing on: 

i. Q CD-ROM or CD-R (2 copies); or 
i i. (ZD paper 

c. 1 1 Statements verifying identity of above copies 



[ Total Sheets |2_ 
[ Total Pages FJ" 



4. S Drawing(s) (35 U.S.C. 1 13) 

5. Oath or Declaration 

a. □ Newly executed (original or copy) 

□ Copy from a prior application (37 CFR 1.63 (d)) 
(for continuation/divisional with Box 18 completed) 

k | I DELETION OF INVENTORY 



6. 



□ 



Signed statement attached deleting inventor(s) 
named in the prior application, see 37 CFR 
1.63(d)(2) and 1.33(b). 

Application Data Sheet. See 37 CFR 176 



ACCOMPANYING APPLICATION PARTS 



Assignment Papers (cover sheet & document(s)) 
37 CFR 373(b) Statement r~ 1 Power of 
(when there is an assignee) Attorney 

English Translation Document (if applicable) 
Information Disclosure I i Copies of IDS 

Statement (IDS)/PTO-1449 1 — 1 Citations 
Preliminary Amendment 

Return Receipt Postcard (MPEP 503) 
(Should be specifically itemized) 

Certified Copy of Priority Document(s) 
(if foreign pnority is claimed) 

Request and Certification under 35 U.S.C. 122 

(b)(2)(B)(i). Applicant must attach form PTO/SB/35 

or its equivalent. 

Other: 



18. If a CONTINUING APPLICATION, check appropriate box, and supply the requisite information below and in a preliminary amendment, 
or in an Application Data Sheet under 37 CFR 1. 76: 

| j Continuation j | Divisional |* j Continuation-in-part (CIP) 
Prior application information: 



Examiner 

For CONTINUATION OR DIVISIONAL APPS only: The 
Box 5b, is considered a part of the disclosure of th 
The incorporation can only be relied upon when a 



of prior application No.: 
Group Art Unit: 




the prior application, from which an oath or declaration is supplied under 
tinuatlon or divisional application and Is hereby incorporated by reference. 
ertentty omitted from the submitted application parts. 



DENCE ADDRESS 



Customer Number or Bar Code Label 



Correspondence address below 



Name 



David Hoffman, Cislo & Thomas fi,P 



211 Wilshire Boulevard Suite Q00 



Address 



City 



Santa Monica 



State 



OA. 



Zip Code 



90401-1211 



Name (Print/Type) 


David Hoffman /~\ si * s*. 


, Registration No. (Attorney/Agent) 


> 

32.469 


k Signature 




Date 





8urden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.2 houTs to comple^^^fne will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent tonne Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Washington DC 
20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Box Patent Application 
Washington. DC 20231. 



# 




PTO/SB/05 (11-00) 

^ m Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0032 

Please type a p»us sign <♦, ,ns.de th.s box — > El u s Pglent and Trademark office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

der the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 



for new nonprovisional applications under 37 CFR 1.53(b)) 



UTILITY 


Attorney Docket No. 


01-9440 




PATENT APPLICATION 


First Inventor 


Laura Daniele et al. 


TRANSMITTAL 


Title 


See 1 in Addendum 



Express Mail Label No. 



EL 818716994 US 



APPLICATION ELEMENTS 

See MPEP chapter 600 concerning utility patent application contents. 



ADDRESS TO: 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Box Patent Application 
Washington, DC 20231 



LH 



Fee Transmittal Form (e.g., PTO/SB/17) 

(Submit an original and a duplicate for fee processing) 

Applicant claims small entity status. 
See 37 CFR 1.27. 
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Specification [ Total Pages 

(preferred arrangement set forth below) 

- Descriptive title of the invention 

- Cross Reference to Related Applications 

- Statement Regarding Fed sponsored R&D 

- Reference to sequence listing, a table, 
or a computer program listing appendix 

- Background of the Invention 

- Brief Summary of the Invention 

- Brief Description of the Drawings (if filed) 

- Detailed Description 

- Claim(s) 

- Abstract of the Disclosure 



7. | | CD-ROM or CD-R in duplicate, large table or 

Computer Program (Appendix) 

8. Nucleotide and/or Amino Acid Sequence Submission 
[if applicable, all necessary) 

a | | Computer Readable Form (CRF) 

b. Specification Sequence Listing on: 

i. Q CD-ROM or CD-R (2 copies); or 

i i. CD paper 

c. | | Statements verifying identity of above copies 



a. 
b. 



Drawing(s) (35 U.S. C. 1 13) [ Total Sheets 
[ Total Pages 
Newty executed (original or copy) 



5. Oath or Declaration 

□ 



□ Copy from a prior application (37 CFR 1 .63 (d)) 
(for continuation/divisional with Box 18 completed) 

L [ | DELETION OF INVENTOR(S) 

Signed statement attached deleting inventor(s) 
named in the prior application, see 37 CFR 
1.63(d)(2) and 1.33(b). 

6. [ZD Application Data Sheet. See 37 CFR 1.76 



ACCOMPANYING APPLICATION PARTS 



9 .n 

3-D 

□ 



Assignment Papers (cover sheet & document(s)) 



37 CFR 3.73(b) Statement 
(when there is an assignee) 



X 



Power of 
Attorney 



English Translation Document (if applicable) 

Information Disclosure I I Co P ies of ,DS 

Statement (IDS)/PTO-1449 1 — 1 Citations 
Preliminary Amendment 

Return Receipt Postcard (MPEP 503) 
(Should be specifically itemized) 

Certified Copy of Priority Document(s) 
(if foreign priority is claimed) 

Request and Certification under 35 U.S.C, 122 
(b)(2)(B)(i). Applicant must attach form PTO/SB/35 
or its equivalent. 

Other: ; 



18. If a CONTINUING APPLICATION, check appropriate box, and supply the requisite information below and in a preliminary amendment, 
or in an Application Data Sheet under 37 CFR 1. 76: 

\ | Continuation Divisional | | 

Prior application information 



Continuation-in-part (CIP) 



Examiner 



of prior application No.: 
Group Art Unit: 



r~i KJI tsfjptK^Sinju iihumi/oiiuii. CAaiimici — r - -- ■ — 

For CONTINUATION OR DIVISIONAL APPS only: The entire disclosure of the prior application, from which an oath or declaration is supplied under 
Box 5b, Is considered a part of the disclosure of the accompanying continuation or divisional application and is hereby incorporated by reference. 
The incorporation can only be relied upon when a portion has been inadvertently omitted from the submitted application parts. 



1 9. CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 



□ 



Customer Number or Bar Code Label 



Correspondence address below 



Name 



Address 



City 



Country 



David Hoffm an, Cislo & Thomas U,P 



?n Wilshire B oulevard. Suite 900 



Santa Monica 



State 



Telephone 



OA. 



1-310-451-0647 



Zip Code 



Fax 



90 40 1-1211 



1-310-394-4477 



Name (Print/Type) 


David Hoffman s\ si * 


Registration No. (Attorney/Agent) 


32.469 


> 


L Signature 


— 7/1 v/ / vXA'Z— «s 


Date 







Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.2 houYs to comple _ . 

the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to/fhe Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Washington. DC 
20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Box Patent Application, 
Washington, DC 20231. 




UTILTP.' PATENTAPPUCATIQN CLIENT: LauraT)aniele Docket No. 01-9440 

TITLE: SYSTEM FOR OBTAINING CREDITS FOR PLAYING GAMES 
AND AWARDING AND REDEEMING COUPONS 

Serial No.: Unknown Filed: Filed Herewith 

RECEIVED THIS DAY BY THE U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE, THE FOLLOWING: 




25189 

PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Check No. 20378 in the amount of $449.00 to cover the filing fee. 

Utility Patent Application Transmittal with Addendum 

Fee Transmittal 

Utility Patent Application 

Combined Declaration and Power of Attorney 

Request For Use Of Customer Number (1 page); 

Acknowledgement Post Card; and , 1nnn .. « OTn 

Certificate of Express Mailing, Label No. EL818716994US (2 pages). 09/826971 




4/04/01 



How mailed: Express Mail (EL 818716994 US) 

Mailed: 04/0 tf 2 001 

DLH/SAB/Irs 



Follow up: May 04, 2001 

z:Vsarah\lastella. joe\9440 lastella utility appft&440 lasteUa utility pc back.doc 



Kindly acknowledge receipt of above by stamping and returning this postcard. 
CISLO & THOMAS LLP: (310) 451-0647; FAX: (310) 394-4477; www.cislo.com 




In re the application of: 
DANIELE et al. 

Serial Number: 09/826,971 

Filed: April 4, 2001 

For: SYSTEM FOR OBTAINING CREDITS FOR PLAYING GAMES AND 
AWARDING AND REDEEMING COUPONS 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

BOX NON-FEE AMENDMENT 

CERTIFICATE OF FIRST CLASS MAILING 

Deposited: August 2001 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed herewith are the following: 

1 . Response to Notice to File Missing Parts 

2. Executed Declaration of the Inventors; 

3. Copy of the Notice of Incomplete Non-Provisional Application; 

4. Request for a one-month extension of time for a small entity; 

5. Check for the one-month extension fee of $55.00 and the surcharge for late filing 

» 

of the declaration of $65.00, totaling $120.00; 

6. Preliminary Amendment (and Petition in the Alternative); 



• % 



7. Acknowledgment Postcard. 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal 

Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 C.F.R., Section 1.10, on 

the date indicated above and is addressed to: 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
BOX NON-FEE AMENDMENT 



Respectfully submitted, 



CISLO & THOMAS LLP 



Date: August 




David L. Hoffman 
Reg. No. 32,469 



CISLO & THOMAS LLP 

233 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 900 

Santa Monica, California 90401-1211 

Tel: (310) 451-0647 

Fax: (310) 394-4477 

www.cislo.com 



DLH/jc 



Enclosures 

As listed above 



Z:VUD1TH\9440 CERT OF FIRST CLASS MAIL 080901 DOC 




j£( 09/826,971 



>LICATION NUMBER 



United States Patent and Trademark Office 



FILING/RECEIPT DATE 



04/04/2001 



FIRST NAMED APPLICANT 



Laura Daniele 



CONFIRMATION NO. 4115 
FORMALITIES LETTER 



1 OJMMlbblUNtiH I'UH PAILN13 1 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

WlSHINCTON. D.C. 20231 

www.usptagov 



attorney docket number 



01-9440 
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CISLO & THOMAS, LLP 
233 WILSHIRE BLVD 
SUITE 900 

SANTA MONICA, CA 90401-1211 




'OC000000006060628* 



Date Mailed: 05/10/2001 



NOTICE OF INCOMPLETE NONPROVISIONAL APPLICATION 



FILED UNDER 37 CFR 1.53(b) 



A filing date has NOT been accorded to the above-identified application papers for the reason(s) indicated 
below. 

All of the items noted below and a newly executed oath or declaration covering the items must be 

submitted within TWO MONTHS of the date of this Notice, unless otherwise indicated, or proceedings on the 
application will be terminated (37 CFR 1.53(e)). 

The filing date will be the date of receipt of all items required below, unless otherwise indicated. Any 
assertions that the item(s) required below were submitted, or are not necessary for a filing date, must be by 
way of petition directed to the attention of the Office of Petitions accompanied by the $130.00 petition fee (37 
CFR 1.17(h)). If the petition states that the application is entitled to a filing date, a request for a refund of the 
petition fee may be included in the petition. 

• The application was deposited without drawings. 35 U.S.C. 113 (first sentence) requires a drawing 
"where necessary for the understanding of the subject matter sought to be patented." Applicant should 
reconsider whether the drawings are necessary under 35 U. S. C. 1 13 (first sentence). 

The required items noted below SHOULD be filed along with any items required above. The filing date of this 
nonprovisional application will be the date of receipt of the items required above. 

• The oath or declaration is unsigned. 



A copy of this notice MUST be returned with the reply. 



Customer Service (\enter 

Initial Patent Examination Division (703) 308-1202 
08/i6/2001 HBERHE 00000004 09826971 
01 FC:205 65.00 OP 
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PART 2 - COPY TO BE RETURNED WITH RESPONSE 



